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welcome
Dear Friends,
I am pleased to introduce LCD’s 2018 Annual
Report. In these pages you will read about
meaningful program developments and
compelling service outcomes.
However, there is no better way to describe
LCD’s impact than by sharing clients’ stories. We
are proud to feature the legal cases of Sarah,
Gerrell, Eddie, Ken, and Doug in this report.
These narratives serve as a powerful testament
to the strength of the human spirit as well as the
efficacy of LCD’s service model.
Every day, LCD serves individuals like Sarah,
Gerrell, Eddie, Ken, and Doug with free legal
services to promote inclusion, independence,
and justice. From reinstating health insurance to
holding landlords accountable for substandard
living conditions, and from expanding food
assistance to establishing guardianships for
children reaching the age of maturity who
remain in need of their parents’ aid, LCD’s staff
attorneys work tirelessly to ensure our clients
are safe and their basic needs are secure.
It is your support that makes this work possible.
We are eternally grateful to LCD’s donors,
volunteers, medical champions, legal services
collaborators, and other partners who help us
ensure access to justice for low-income persons
with disabilities. Thank you for your deep
generosity and enduring loyalty – we simply
could not do it without you.
Sincerely,
Linda Peyton, Esq.
Executive Director
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2018: A good year
“LCD addresses the unmet legal
needs of the most vulnerable
Philadelphians: our neighbors
living at the intersection of
disability and poverty. It is an
honor to serve this organization as
it grows into a regional leader in
Medical-Legal Partnerships.”
Matthew Faranda-Diedrich, Esq.
President, Board of Directors

OUR MISSION
To empower low-income people with disabilities and
the deaf and hard of hearing in the Philadelphia
region to achieve inclusion, independence, and
justice by providing free, quality legal
representation to overcome legal obstacles that
would otherwise affect their independence, health,
or quality of life.

WWW.LCDPHILA.ORG
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MEDICAL-LEGAL PARTNERSHIPS

Magee Rehabilitation
Hospital
Launched in 1990, LCD’s Medical-Legal Partnership (MLP) with Magee was one of
the first of its kind in the country. At Magee, LCD attorneys work closely with
physicians, nurses, and case managers to ensure effective solutions to legal issues
that impede positive healthcare outcomes. Magee also generously provides LCD
with administrative office space, which sustains both the MLP at Magee and LCD’s
work across Philadelphia.

WHAT IS A MEDICALLEGAL PARTNERSHIP?
LCD’s Medical-Legal
Partnership (MLP) Initiative is
an innovative approach to
improving health outcomes
for low-income persons with
disabilities: integrating legal
services into healthcare
settings in hospitals and
health centers in
Philadelphia. Through this
unique service delivery
model, LCD works with
healthcare teams to
proactively identify and
resolve health-harming legal
issues such as sub-standard
housing, family stability and
safety, and access to public
benefits before they become
a crisis.
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Sarah, a single parent to a child with a
disability, sought help through LCD’s MLP at
Magee. Her daughter’s disability made it
impossible to maintain age- and gradeappropriate educational levels. Though
Sarah had repeatedly sought help from the
school district she did not know all of her
child’s rights or the best way to convey
those requirements to the district.
With LCD’s help, Sarah was able to draft a
letter to the appropriate officials
demanding an Individualized Education
Program (IEP) meeting for her daughter.
Because of this letter, the district
immediately scheduled the IEP meeting and
Sarah’s daughter was able to get the
education appropriate to meet her needs.
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MEDICAL-LEGAL PARTNERSHIPS

PhilaKIDS at St. Christopher’s
Hospital for Children
The PhilaKIDS MLP, launched in 2012, was designed to address unmet legal needs
affecting children with disabilities and their families. Clients are referred from the
hospital’s Center for Children with Special Healthcare Needs, the Ambulatory
Clinic at the Center for the Urban Child, and the Newborn Clinic. PhilaKIDS uses a
screening questionnaire to proactively identify social determinants of health, such
as food insecurity, substandard housing, public benefits, child custody, and
domestic violence. Over 34,000 families were screened throughout 2018.
Gerrell has multiple children with special needs
who receive healthcare at the Center for Children
with Special Healthcare Needs. She first connected
with LCD several years ago for assistance with
habitability issues, and has built a trusting
relationship with Theresa Brabson, LCD’s Legal
Director. In 2018, Theresa represented Gerrell’s
husband in a child custody case.
Gerrell said, “Theresa lays out my options and
respects whatever I feel is best for me. It’s not
often you find someone that has respect, loyalty,
and love for the people they work for. LCD has
changed my life and my family's life. Before LCD,
we felt like our options were based on how much
money we made. After working with LCD my
family learned that rights are not based on
income!”
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NEW IN 2018
In addition to expanding
MLP services to the
Newborn Clinic in 2018,
LCD was chosen, along
with its partner St.
Christopher’s Hospital for
Children, to participate in
the prestigious Health
Leads’ Collaborative to
Advance Social Health
Integration. PhilaKIDS was
one of only a few MLPs
selected for this
competitive national
program.
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MEDICAL-LEGAL PARTNERSHIPS

Stephen Klein Wellness
Center and the Hub of Hope
LCD launched its MLP with Project HOME’s Stephen Klein Wellness Center (SKWC)
in 2015. Project HOME seeks to break the cycle of homelessness and poverty in
Philadelphia, alleviate the underlying causes of poverty, and enable all of us to
attain our fullest potential. SKWC is an integrated Medical Home that offers
centralized resources for behavioral health, primary care, dentistry, case
management, wellness programs, and legal services. This service model takes into
account a wide range of social determinants of health and offers diverse services
in one centralized location.

A NEW HUB OF
HOPE
LCD extended its MLP
with SKWC to provide
legal services on-site at
Project HOME’s Hub of
Hope located in the lower
level of Philadelphia’s
regional train station,
Suburban Station. The
Hub of Hope serves
chronically homeless
individuals, many of
whom are living with an
untreated mental health
condition.

WWW.LCDPHILA.ORG

Eddie arrived at SKWC asking to speak to the
LCD on-site attorney. Staff Attorney Evan Barker
asked how he could help. Eddie is 64, suffers
from herniated discs and severe arthritis, and
lives on a fixed Social Security income. When
pest infestation became intolerable in his
apartment, Eddie stopped paying rent in an
effort to force repairs. Instead of addressing the
issue, the landlord gave verbal notice to vacate
in 30 days.
Evan represented Eddie at a Fair Housing
Commission hearing as well as in landlordtenant court. The landlord was found to be in
noncompliance and was directed to address
repairs in a reasonable period of time.
Ultimately, Eddie wished to move; and Evan
negotiated a favorable exit strategy. Eddie now
lives free from the worry of eviction.
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MEDICAL-LEGAL PARTNERSHIPS

MLP-Philadelphia
at the Family Practice
Counseling Network
LCD established MLP-Philadelphia with Family Practice Counseling Network
(FPCN) in 2009, making it the first MLP in the country located in a nurse-managed
health center. FPCN uses a nurse-managed, integrated model to provide primary
care, dental, behavioral health, and preventive care to low-income communities.
FPCN’s interdisciplinary approach is a natural fit for the MLP service model. LCD
serves all FPCN locations – Abbottsford Falls Family Practice and Counseling in
Germantown, 11th Street Family Health Services in North Philadelphia, and the
Health Annex in Southwest Philadelphia.
Ken worked in environmental services for an
area hospital for two decades, then suffered
an aneurysm which left him with weakness in
his upper extremities and memory loss. Ken
needed help getting his short-term disability
benefits in place; he was referred to LCD Staff
Attorney Niki Ludt through FPCN. After Niki
made countless phone calls to his employer
and Ken's labor union, the benefit was finally
started. Niki then helped Ken apply for Social
Security Disability benefits, a lengthy process
he was unable to navigate on his own due to
his disability. Ken was awarded SSDI and, in
addition to the monthly benefit that he will
receive, his daughter will also receive an
auxiliary monthly benefit until she is 18.
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STAFF SPOTLIGHT
LCD attorneys often go
above and beyond to serve
their clients, but Staff
Attorney Brendan Corbalis
took client relationshipbuilding to a new level in
2018 when he took part in a
community drum circle led
by FPCN therapist, Amy
Kesslick. FPCN holds a
variety of Mindful and
Creative Expression Groups
designed to improve mental
health through expression
and mastery, and to build a
sense of shared experience
and community.
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MEDICAL-LEGAL PARTNERSHIPS

Hahnemann University
Hospital Cancer Center
The Hahnemann MLP was formed in 2013 as a collaboration between LCD and
the Hahnemann University Hospital Cancer Center. An LCD attorney is embedded
in the Radiology Oncology department, which has three locations: the outpatient
radiation treatment center located at Hahnemann University Hospital, the
Rittenhouse Oncology treatment center, and the outpatient chemotherapy
treatment center at the I. Brodsky Group.
Cancer patients receiving radiation and oncology treatment are often facing
legal issues with insurance, disability benefits, and employment leave for the first
time. LCD’s legal assistance enables these clients to concentrate on treatment
and recovery.

SPECIAL CARE FOR
THE SPECIAL NEEDS
OF CANCER PATIENTS
"Providing legal services to
cancer patients at
Hahnemann is very
meaningful work. Many of
our clients there are dealing
with disabilities for the first
time in their lives and
adjusting to new
circumstances. Helping with
that transition provides
some support and comfort to
these folks."
Ben Feldman
LCD Staff Attorney

WWW.LCDPHILA.ORG
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HOUSING AND HABITABILITY

The Housing and Habitability
Initiative
Embedded within LCD’s MLP initiative is an important effort to address the
substandard housing and evictions that plague low-income individuals in
Philadelphia. LCD’s Housing and Habitability Initiative is designed to identify and
share best practices across MLP sites, ensuring that clients are afforded the basic
human right of a safe, secure, and stable home.

Philadelphia Eviction Prevention Project
LCD's Housing and Habitability Initiative is affiliated with the Philadelphia Eviction
Prevention Project (PEPP), which Mayor Kenney formally launched in January 2018. LCD
is one of several organizations collaborating on the project, which is funded by
$500,000 from the City. Partners include Community Legal Services, Clarifi, Philadelphia
VIP, Regional Housing Legal Services, SeniorLAW Center, and Tenant Union
Representative Network.
LCD attorneys help to staff the Lawyer of the Day program in Philadelphia’s landlordtenant court, where PEPP partners provide attorneys for unrepresented tenants. A
2018 report from the Mayor’s Task Force on Eviction Prevention and Response found
there were approximately 24,000 eviction cases filed in Philadelphia in 2016, yet less
than 9% of tenants in these cases were represented by legal counsel. Further, a 2018
report to the Philadelphia Bar Association shows that without an attorney, tenants
faced “disruptive displacement” 78% of the time.

IN 2016, JUST 9%
OF TENANTS IN
EVICTION CASES
HAD LEGAL
COUNSEL.

WWW.LCDPHILA.ORG
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CONFERENCES

Disseminating Best
Practices

Theresa Brabson, Legal Director, and Lindsey Alexander, Staff Attorney

In 2018, LCD staff made great progress in disseminating best practices in medical-legal
partnerships via presentations at local, regional, and national conferences, including:
Pediatric Academic Society (Toronto,
Canada): LCD staff made a presentation
titled “Medical-Legal Partnership:
Integrating Lawyers into the Health Care
Setting to Address Social Determinants of
Health.” In addition to discussing the MLP
model, the presentation focused on
LCD’s data that shows an increase in
screening and in service rate, and
decrease in overall unmet needs since
the MLP’s inception.

Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs)
Conference and Pediatric Symposium
(San Francisco, CA): LCD staff presented
on the MLP model and its effectiveness
to address ACEs. They used data from
LCD’s PhilaKIDS partnership with St.
Christopher’s Hospital and shared best
practices to highlight the impact of the
MLP model.

Homes Within Reach Conference
(Harrisburg, PA): LCD Staff and Dr. Jerry
Goldstein, a pediatrician from St.
Christopher’s, presented on the MLP
model and its effectiveness to address
housing and habitability concerns.
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OUTREACH CLINICS

Community Legal
Outreach Clinics
LCD’s Community Legal Outreach Clinics (CLOCs) continue to expand and bring
inclusion to people in the communities where they live, work, and receive health
care services. Volunteer attorneys from Philadelphia law firms provide pro-bono
support for these quarterly legal clinics held at Associated Services for the Blind &
Visually Impaired, Inglis House, and Four Freedoms House.
In 2018, LCD coordinated the
following CLOCs:
At the Four Freedoms House, an
affordable housing complex for
seniors, volunteers from Dilworth
Paxon assisted clients with
planning documents.
At the Associated Services for the
Blind & Visually Impaired,
volunteers from Cozen O’Connor
assisted clients with credit
rehabilitation.
At the Inglis House, a residential
nursing facility for persons with
disabilities, volunteers from Blank
Rome, Comcast, and Dilworth
Paxon assisted clients with
planning documents.

CLOCS AFFORD PRO BONO ATTORNEYS AN
OPPORTUNITY TO PROVIDE LEGAL
SERVICES FOR UNDERSERVED PEOPLE IN
THEIR OWN COMMUNITIES.

WWW.LCDPHILA.ORG
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FUNDRAISING EVENTS

2018 fundraising events
Fall Celebration
On Thursday, October 18, 2018, LCD
hosted 200 guests at the Pennsylvania
Academy of the Fine Arts to celebrate
LCD’s work. Thomas J. Duffy, Esq.
received LCD’s Special Recognition
Award; board member Katie Samson and
partner agency Associated Services for
the Blind and Visually Impaired were
each given LCD’s “White Hat” Award. The
event raised over $150,000.

One Man, One Dog
On Easter Sunday, 2018, Peter Rossi, Esq.
of Cozen O'Connor and his trusty
companion, Sir Charles, once again
walked six miles though Valley Green as a
fundraiser for LCD. In 2018, One Man,
One Dog raised $5,220 for LCD.

Broad Street Run
On Sunday, May 6, 2018 LCD staff and
friends raised $15,000 in donations for
LCD by participating in the annual Broad
Street Run in Philadelphia. The Broad
Street Run continues to be the most
popular 10-mile run in the nation.

WWW.LCDPHILA.ORG
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thank you
Sincere thanks to LCD’s 2018 volunteers:

2018 BOARD OF
DIRECTORS
Matthew Faranda-Diedrich, Esq.
President
Debra Jensen, Esq.
Vice President
Regina Nelson, Esq.
Secretary
Michael Zyborowicz, CPA
Treasurer
Jason A. Daria, Esq.
Jeanne G. Doherty, MD
Jillian T. Flax, Esq.
Richard W. Foltz, Jr., Esq.
Brenna Dee Kelly, Esq.
William H. Stassen, Esq.
M. Susan Toth, Esq.
Rachel J. Gallagher, Esq.
Timothy G. Ventura, Esq.
Kate Woods, JD, MPH, CHC
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David Abernethy
Elisa Advani
Linda Bartosch
Alicia Berenson
Edward Biester
Art Block
Jason Bochet
Linsey Bozzelli
Alex Braden
Sharon Caffrey
Evan Caplan
Luke Debevec
Shannon Delaney
Ellen Deringer
Janet Doherty
Michael Eckhardt
Elliot Feldman
Allison Firely
Jillian Flax
Ethan Fogel
Catherine Fox
Sarah Gelb
Shira Greenbaum
Rebekah Ha
Jennifer Heller
Jarret Hitchings
Clarissa Jackson
Scott Kahn
Victoria Kaplan
Christopher King
Lori Klumpp
Steven Koffs
Alyssa Kovach
J. Scott Kramer
Graham Laub
Robert Levicoff
Jeffrey Lichtman
Kristen Macher

Carolyn Maddaloni
Joseph Mahady
Colleen Mallick
Sara McCormick
Rita McDonnell
Kathryn Christian McGee
Jeremy Menkowitz
Regina Nelson
Skye Nickalls
Matt Noone
Kathy Ochroch
Lewis Olshin
Elizabeth Oquendo
Rosetta Packer
Karen Palestini
Lauren Pezor
Kurt Rademacher
Richard Riley
Heather Ritch Rocks
Marc Rockford
Peter Rossi
Daniel Rotko
Frances Ryan
Marna Salimena
Francesco Salpietro
Rick Schlegel
David Shapiro
Derek Squire
Shelita Stewart
Jonathan Stott
Sandra Thompson
Rebecca Trela
Craig VanDeventer
Stephanie Vogel
Matthew Whitehorn
Elizabeth Wideman
Jennifer Wieclaw
Kenneth Williams
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Please join us in the fight for

INCLUSION.
INDEPENDENCE.
JUSTICE.
for low-income persons with
disabilities.

Donate! LCD depends on individuals like
you for financial support.
Volunteer! Serve an LCD client pro bono
or give the gift of your time.

LEARN MORE AT WWW.LCDPHILA.ORG

